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Mourtzouphlos Constantine I Mourtzouphlos ( 1318 – 7 May 1358) was a
Byzantine prince of the Hellenistic Theme of Anatolia. He was a member
of the noble Mourtzouphlou family which played a prominent role in the
Byzantine imperial politics of the fourteenth century. Life Constantine I
Mourtzouphlos was the second son and second child of Byzantine emperor
John V Palaiologos and his first wife, Theodora (née Kantakouzene). He
was born around 1318 and was named in honor of Constantine IV, as was
typical for imperial dynasties during that period. The young prince was his
father's favorite son, and it was he who received the rank of Caesar. At the
same time, he was entrusted with the rearing of his brother, Manuel II, who
was six years his senior. He was close to his brother and carried out a
number of important diplomatic missions on his behalf, including for
instance the negotiations for the marriage of Manuel to Komnene Anna II,
a daughter of John VI Kantakouzenos. He entered the service of the Vlach
renegade Theodore I Ducas who was one of the military commanders of
the Byzantine Empire in the reign of his nephew, John VI Kantakouzenos.
In 1341, Constantine joined Theodore, who was then at the head of the
largely Albanian population of the Upper Strandos, in the unsuccessful
revolt against his nephew. At the time, Theodore was allied with Angelos

1/6

Athanaiou, who held the title of megas domestikos. The latter, believing
himself the true emperor and therefore the senior, defected to the rebels,
who captured the capital, Adrianople. In 1344, Constantine was entrusted
with the governorship of Thessalonica. In 1346, he accompanied his father
on a campaign against the Bulgarians, in the course of which he fought
alongside his brother, Manuel, and the late Emperor's eldest daughter and
heir, Maria of Valois. Following the death of Theodore I in early 1347,
Constantine continued in his service and was appointed to a number of
high-ranking offices and military commands, including the presiding
magistros
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